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Synopsis

The art of portraiture approached its apex during the sixteenth century in Europe with the discovery
of oil painting when the old masters developed and refined techniques that remain unsurpassed to
this day. The ascendance of nonrepresentational art in the middle of the twentieth century displaced
these venerable skills, especially in academic art circles. Fortunately for aspiring artistsA A today
who wish to learn the methods that allowed the Old Masters to achieve the luminous color and
subtle tonalities so characteristic of their work, this knowledge has been preserved in hundreds of
small traditional painting ateliers that persevered in the old ways in this country and throughout the
world.Coming out of this dedicated movement, Portrait Painting Atelier is an essential resource for
an art community still recovering from a time when solid instruction in art technique was unavailable
in our schools. Of particular value here is a demonstration of the Old MastersA¢a —4a,¢ technique of
layering paint over a toned-ground surface, a process that builds from the transparent dark areas to
the more densely painted lights. This method unifies the entire painting, creating a beautiful glow
that illuminates skin tones and softly blends all the color tones. Readers will also find valuable
instruction in paint mediums from classic oil-based to alkyd-based, the interactive principles of
composition and photograph-based composition, and the anatomy of the human face and the key
relationships among its features. Richly illustrated with the work of preeminent masters such as
Millet, GAfA®ricault, and van Gogh, as well as some of todayA¢a -4,¢s leading portrait

artistsA¢a -4 «and featuring seven detailed step-by-step portrait demonstrationsA¢a -4 *Portrait
Painting Atelier is the first book in many years to so comprehensively cover the concepts and

techniques of traditional portraiture.
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Customer Reviews

SUZANNE BROOKER received her BFA at the California Institute of the Arts in 1979, attended by
invitation the Whitney Museum Independent Study program in New York, and pursued her drawing
and painting studies at the School of Visual Arts. Brooker has taught drawing and painting at the
Gage Academy of Art in Seattle, Washington since1999.

Wonderful book for any level painter.. so much packed in every page.... Highly recommend for those
who have some background and knowledge of color and want more insight into the whys and hows
of becoming a better painter....

Excellent. | use the techniques described in the book, and it made a big difference in my palette.
Great Portrait Painting Atelier: Old Master Techniques book!

Book was very good | am taking a class and | have used it in my assignments.

An excellent volume for an intermediate painter wanting advanced tips and inspiration.
Comprehensive!l!

Minimal instructional, not really helpful

Just more proof of the value of good reference material in your library. | hope Suzanne writes more

books.
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